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THE EUROMOOT 2019

A unique project in Europe! 

 Close to 5000 young people aged 17 to 25  

 Coming from 20 countries  

 In Italy from July 27th to August 3th, 2019.  

The young men and women will hike in international groups on 

different cultural and historical routes converging to Rome. 

They will share the efforts of their journey in a spirit of fraternity 

and peace and discover the breath-taking nature as well as the 

cultural, historical and Christian heritage of the region. 

At the end of their one-week hike, they will be welcomed in 

Rome by the Holy Father Pope Francis, who will then send them 

back home in their countries as witnesses of Christ.  

This path to the centre of Christianity with its common cultural 

and religious roots will give way to unique encounters between 

these young Europeans. 

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

. 

 

In the “scout language”, the 

term “Euromoot” refers to a 

huge meeting of elder guides 

and scouts (aged 17 to 23; 

called rovers and rangers) 

from different countries. 

 

 

 

 

THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF GUIDES AND SCOUTS OF EUROPE 

The International Union of Guides and Scouts of Europe is an educational movement complementary 

to the family, with an approach of integral education, including all dimensions of the human being. 

European Scouting wants to guide young persons towards a true personal freedom and ability to com-

mit their life for their convictions in the service of God and their neighbours. It draws its sources from 

Christian anthropology, the Social Teaching of the Church and Lord Baden-Powell's Scouting. 

For more than 60 years, the International Union of European Guides and Scouts - European Scout 

Federation (UIGSE-FSE), recognised by the Holy See as an international private association of the faith-

ful, has been committed as a community of faith, action and prayer to promoting an authentic frater-

nity of the peoples of Europe. With more than 67,000 members in 22 countries, the UIGSE-FSE is 

actively involved in the civic life of these countries and 

the continent. It has a participatory status in the Council 

of Europe and is committed to the family and the dignity 

of the human person. For more information, visit 

www.uigse-fse.org.  

The UIGSE-FSE is represented in every member country 

by a national association carrying out the pedagogical 

activities in local scout groups. 

 Catholic. Scout. European. 

https://www.uigse-fse.org/


 
 

3 

THE EUROMOOT: AN ADVENTURE IN THREE STEPS 

FROM JULY 27TH TO AUGUST 1ST: “SUMMER ROAD” IN SCOUT STYLE 

 Groups of 20 to 40 persons of 2 or 3 different nationalities 

 Hike through one of four Central Italian regions (Umbria, Abruzzi, Lazio, Toscana) along historical 

itineraries (Via Francigena, Way of St. Benedict, Way of St. Francis) in the footsteps of great Euro-

peans like St. Benedict of Nursia or St. Catherine of Siena, discovering the European and Christian 

cultural heritage.  

 25 route points with a program offered by the event organisers: services to the local population, 

exchange activities with groups from other countries, common celebration of the liturgy, cultural 

and sports activities.  

 During the whole time, they will camp in tents in an authentic scout style, fully respectful of na-

ture, local communities and the environment. 

 

Beyond country borders,  

the Union wants to create a true 

community of Christian life for 

the youth of Europe’s various 

countries, and thereby to raise 

their awareness of belonging to a 

European community while de-

veloping a healthy culture of all 

national values, which are the di-

verse expressions of our common 

heritage. 
Federal Statute §1.2.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 2ND: SCOUT FESTIVAL 

 At the last day of this hiking week, the youth will arrive in one of four final gathering points where 

around 1200 young people will meet in each of those camps for a day of rest and scout festival. 

 In the programme: 

o Cultural exchange activities with participants of other countries: local cuisine, traditional 

dances and songs, big games, sport activities… 

o Lectures on cultural, historical and spiritual topics 

o Practical workshops: Gregorian chant, calligraphy and illuminations, scout techniques... 
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ON AUGUST 3RD: DESTINATION ETERNAL CITY 

 Gathering in Rome for a great final climax of the Euromoot! 

 The Holy Father, Pope Francis will grant an audience to our participants. He will be the second 

pope, after St. John Paul II, to welcome a huge delegation of Guides and Scouts of Europe in Rome. 

In 1994, John Paul II welcomed 7,500 Guides and Scouts of Europe in Saint Peter’s Basilica. 

 On this occasion, the young people will present the Holy Father with a book of the gospels copied 

and illuminated by themselves during the hiking days, in the respective language of each of the 

participants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Scout Promise 

„On my honour, and with the grace of God, 

 I promise to do my best to serve God,  

the Church, my country and Europe,  

to help my neighbour at all times  

and to observe the scout (guide) law.“ 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE EUROMOOT 

TO BUILD UNITY 

No future without peace. No peace without unity. No unity without a true knowledge of oneself and of 

the others. Peace is the basic condition for a fulfilling future – this applies to the each person’s life as 

well as to society as a whole. 

 The Euromoot gives the opportunity to thousands of young adults to make personal friendships 

through daily life, action and prayer. Personal knowledge between the youth of different countries 

is the best bulwark against prejudices, received ideas, and distorted images of others. 

 Concrete common activities like hiking, liturgy and camp life build mutual trust. It is only through 

authentic relationships that a community can grow in true respect for the other. 

 During the Euromoot and its preparation, the young men and women will discover their common 

cultural roots. During the hiking week, they will experience that their European heritage is above 

all the capacity of living together in peace around a common aim, Christ. 
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TO DEVELOP RESPONSIBILITY 

Responsibility is at the very heart of the scout pedagogy. Involving every single young person personally 

in decision-making and action is the way to develop a spirit of responsibility for oneself and the others. 

  The youth themselves initiate “their” Euromoot. Each youth 

group freely chooses its route, its activities and its foreign 

partner groups. 

 A team of experienced adults gives the general frame of the 

activity and organises all aspects the young cannot organise 

on their own. We play the game of subsidiarity, fundamen-

tal principle of the Social Teaching of the Church that shaped 

the ideas of European Founding Fathers such as Robert 

Schuman, Konrad Adenauer and Alcide di Gasperi. 

 During the hike, the small fellowship together makes all the 

necessary daily life decisions. In a spirit of solidarity, they 

walk at the pace of the weakest; they support each other in 

their efforts and make sure that every single member of the 

fellowship is fine. 

 

 

 

 

TO PREPARE THE FUTURE 

Our youth are the true protagonists of tomorrow’s Europe. Creating the Euromoot together is precisely 

the experience of leaving a mark in history, of “leaving the world a bit better than you found it” (Baden-

Powell, founder of the scout movement). 

 To reconnect with one’s own roots gives orientation for the future. The rovers and rangers learn 

to know European virtues such as defending human dignity, freedom and justice – as well as their 

Christian sources – to awake the sense of a noble and historic duty.  

 Education for responsibility teaches to young persons to use their personal freedom to serve God, 

the others and the community.  

 Thanks to the Euromoot and similar international events, the Guides and Scouts of Europe con-

cretely live the European fraternity and create a friendship and solidarity network throughout 

Europe and beyond.  

 

“Our young people (…) are not the future of our peoples; they 

are the present. (…) We cannot look to the future without offer-

ing them the real possibility to be catalysts of change and trans-

formation. We cannot envision Europe without letting them be 

participants and protagonists in this dream.”  

Pope Francis at the conferral of the Charlemagne prize in 2016 
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THE EUROMOOT LOGO 

The logo has been chosen by the Euromoot participants  

themselves in a logo contest. The winning logo was created 

by young people from Varese, Italy. 

It is composed of the following elements: 

 the eight-pointed red cross with the lily, symbol of the 

Scouts of Europe 

 the 12 stars of the apocalyptic Virgin, symbolizing Holy 

Mary, Mother of God, and symbol of the Council of Eu-

rope since 1955 

 The forked stick, symbol of our rovers  and the fire, sym-

bol of our rangers 

 A young person on the road 

 The Euromoot motto “Parate Viam Domini“, reminding Marc 1,3: “Behold, I am sending my mes-

senger ahead of you; he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in the desert: ‘Prepare the 

way of the Lord, make straight his paths.’” 

For the Scouts of Europe, to prepare the way for the Lord means to prepare the hearts to receive the 

message of the Gospel and to build a society in which each of its members is accepted and loved. This 

is how we want to answer to Pope Saint John Paul II’s call to the Scouts of Europe in 1994: 

“As a matter of fact, you are called to take part, with all the ardour of your youth, in the construction 

of the Europe of peoples, so that every person should be recognised in his dignity of beloved child of 

God and to build a society founded on solidarity and fraternal brotherhood.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The times we live in do not call for young “couch potatoes”, but for  

young people with shoes, or better, boots laced.  The times we live in  

require only active players on the field, and there is no room for those 

who sit on the bench. Today’s world demands that you be a protago-

nist of history because life is always beautiful when we choose to live 

it fully, when we choose to leave a mark.” 

Pope Francis at the World Youth Day in Krakow in 2016 
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EUROPEAN SCOUTING 

60 YEARS – A PROUD AGE FOR A YOUTH MOVEMENT 

In 1956, Cologne is a town in total reconstruction. The scars of the Second World War are hardly healed 

when Europe begins to divide again: East against West. In front of the huge damage caused by wars 

and ideologies, how is it possible to restore young people’s confidence in the future? How to save 

this great European heritage, buried under the rubble? How to put it back in the hands of a youth in 

search of roots and a future? 

Concerned about these issues, about thirty young people gather in Cologne. Among them, there are 

Catholics, Protestants and one Orthodox. For them, it is urgent to place God back at the centre of a 

European project. In that perspective, they found the Federation of European Scouting (FSE), an in-

ternational brotherhood aiming at educating children and young people through the traditional prac-

tice of scouting, on Christian bases and in a European context.  

Their vision? A true European brotherhood. 

Over the following decades, European Scouting spreads first to Western European countries and then 

to Eastern Europe after the fall of the Berlin Wall. At the beginning of the 21st century, a sister union is 

created on the North American continent under the name Federation of North American Explorers. 

 

 

 

MEMBER COUNTRIES

 

 

 

  

Austria 

Belarus 

Belgium 

Canada 

Czech Republic 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 

Mexico 

Netherlands 

Poland 

Romania 

Portugal 

Russia 

Slovakia 

Spain  

Switzerland 

Ukraine 

United Kingdom 

USA 
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IMPORTANT EVENTS 

1956 Creation of the Scouts of Europe in Cologne as “Fédération du  Scoutisme Européen (FSE)”. The 

name changed later to „Union Internationale des Guides et Scouts d’Europe – Fédération du 

Scoutisme Européen (UIGSE-FSE)“. 

1975 500 scout leaders, rovers and rangers of the FSE go on a pilgrimage to Rome at the occasion 

of the Holy Year and are greeted there by Pope Paul VI. 

1980 As an international non-governmental organisation, the Union gets a consultative status at the 

Council of Europe in Strasbourg. In 2003, it changes into a participatory status, to honour the 

role of civil society in the work of the Council of Europe. 

1984 5000 Guides and Scouts of Europe meet for 

the first international mega-event in France. 

This so-called “Eurojam” is aimed to young 

people from 12 to 17.  

1994 The second Eurojam takes place in Italy. 

Pope John-Paul II receives 7500 participants 

in St. Peter’s Basilica for a private audience.  

2003 Third Eurojam in Poland. 9000 young people 

from many Western and Eastern European 

countries finish the meeting with a pilgrim-

age to Czestochowa. 

 A plaque commemorating the event is fixed at the entrance to the Basilica of Pilgrimage, where 

it can still be found. 

2003 The International Union is recognized by the Holy See as an international private association 

of faithful ruled by pontifical law. The provisional recognition is confirmed in 2008, thus making 

it official and permanent.  

2007 First Euromoot in Slovakia and Poland with a 

nocturnal pilgrimage of the 2500 participants to 

Czestochowa. 

2014 Forth Eurojam in France, with 13 000 partici-

pants. As highlight of the event, the relics of St. 

Therese of Lisieux visit the camp town in the woods 

of Normandy. 

2016 World Youth Day in Krakow: 1500 Rovers and 

Rangers from 15 countries serve the Church and the 

youth from all over the world as volunteers. The 

Scouts of Europe provide a third of the foreign vol-

unteers at this international faith festival. 

2016 The Union celebrates its 60th birthday with “Scouteurop’Tour”. The one-year event concluded 

with a meeting of a hundred of 15 and 16 year-old guides and scouts in Brussels. 
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A METHOD APPROPRIATE TO EVERY AGE 

Scouting was founded at the beginning of the 20th century by Lord Baden Powell (1857-1941) in Great 

Britain. His pedagogical intuitions of active self-education and peer education remain the core of the 

scout method until today. 

Thanks to the various activities of the scout life (playing, camping, hiking, learning, singing, praying 

etc.), the children and youth learn to find their place within their group and, according to their age 

and maturity, to take concrete responsibilities for their peers.  

Scouting emphasizes life in the open air. It focuses on a differentiated education between boys and 

girls, respecting their specific needs and according to their age. In European Scouting, the age groups 

are the following: 

 8 to 12, wolf cubs and wolvets  

 12 to 16, boy scouts and girl guides  

 From 17 on, rovers and rangers  
 

 

 

 

THE SCOUT LAW 

1. A scout’s (guide’s) honour is to be trusted. 

2. A scout (guide) is loyal to his (her) country, his (her) par-

ents, his (her) leaders and to those who depend on him (her). 

3. A scout (guide) is made to serve and save his neighbour. 

4. A scout is a friend to all and a brother to every other scout. 

/ A guide is good to all and a sister to every other guide. 

5. A scout is courteous and chivalrous. / A guide is courteous 

and generous. 

6. A scout (guide) sees in nature the work of God: he 

(she) likes plants and animals. 

7. A scout (guide) obeys willingly and does not half do 

things. 

8. A scout (guide) controls himself (herself): he (she) 

smiles and sings even under difficulties. 

9. A scout (guide) is thrifty and takes care of his (her) 

own possessions and those of others. 

10. A scout (guide) is pure in his (her) thoughts, his 

(her) words and his (her) acts.  
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THE ROVERS AND RANGERS 

The Euromoot is aimed at young adults starting from the age of 17, called rovers and rangers. Their 

activities are organised around five axes:  

 

THE ADVENTURE OF THE ROAD 

To establish an itinerary for a ten-day route, to leave with the minimum on 

one’s back, to let oneself be surprised by the unknown, to discover new ter-

ritories, such is the adventure of the road. For rovers and rangers, these jour-

neys are an image for the "great game of life”. 

 

 

LIFE IN COMMUNITY 

During the walk, strong bonds of friendship and mutual help are forged. There 
are opportunities for laughter, joy and shared adventures. Young people 
learn how to live and find their place within a human community where they 
can give and receive. 
 

 

SERVICE 

Scout education values the attitude of service, the essential key to happiness 
in the Christian sense. So, rovers and rangers are invited to serve together 
within their group and more personally in their parish, in a humanitarian or 
social organization. 
 

 

SPIRITUAL LIFE  

Rovers and rangers are invited to develop their spiritual life by praying to-
gether morning and evening and by taking part in the celebration of the Eu-
charist during the scout activities and in their personal life. They are also en-
couraged to live more personal moments of prayer. 

 

 

 

PROGRESSION 

Besides, scouting encourages personal commitment. The point is to form 
young people to become active and committed in the service of the Church, 
of their country and of Europe, by leading them at each step towards greater 
autonomy. 
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CONTACT 

 

Union Internationale des Guides et Scouts d’Europe – Fédération du Scoutisme Européen 

https://uigse-fse.org 

 UIGSE-FSE et Eurojam 2019 

 @uigse 

 @uigse_fse 

 info@uigse-fse.org 

 

Euromoot press contact: 

Elena Grazini 

elena@elenagrazini.it 

+39 338 190 24 36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://uigse-fse.org/
https://www.facebook.com/UIGSE/
https://www.facebook.com/euromoot2019
http://www.instagram.com/uigse
https://twitter.com/uigse_fse
mailto:info@uigse-fse.org
mailto:elena@elenagrazini.it
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